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II. An ExtraB of the Journals of two federal 
Voyages of the Engliili Merchants of the 
FaBory of Aleppo j to Tadmor, anciently 
caWd Palmyrat 

U R Merchants of- this worthy Fadory, being 
generally Men of more than ordinary Birthi and 
Education, have not been wanting ( as the intervals of 
leifure from their gainful TraiEck would permit) to 
make Voyages of Curiofity, to vifit the celebrated Re- 
mains of Antiquity in thofe Parts,whereby the once flou- 
rifhing State of the Warld, under the Roman Empire^ is 
abundantly evinced. And being informed by the Na- 
tives, that the Ruins of the City oiTadmor Msif^t more 
confiderable than any they had yet feen, they were^ 
tempted to enter prize this hazardous and painful 
Voyage over the Defart ; but having been, by the per- 
fidy of the Jrahf diftppointed of their Defires in their 
firft Attempt, they were obliged to defer their Curiofity, 
till they could better provide for their Security : where- 
of being aiTured, from the confidence fome of them had 
in the Friendlliip of 40;i(? then King of the y^r^^j, they 
adventured again, in the Year i6pi, and had full liberty 
to vifit, obferve and tranfcribc what they pleafed. 

What Account they there took, the Publick has. al- 
ready feeo in Our Laft, Ni^w^. 217 ; fince which, by 
the Favour of Mr. timothy Lanoy^ and Mr. Aaron Goo4r 
year, two very Eminent Merchants, who were both in 
the firft Voyage, we have receiv'd not only the Draught 
of the Proipea of thofe noble Ruins, taken upon the 
Place, (of which we here give a Copy,} but alfo the 
Journals of both the Voyages ; which, for the Satis- 
tad:ion of tiie Curious, we have thought fit to publiih. 

Y The 
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The MrH Voyage, Anno 167^, 

July 18, at Five in the Morning, we {et out from 
Meppo, being fixteen Englifh j but with Servants and 
Mulettiers in all forty j and in four hours and an half, 
travelling South by Eaft, we arrived at a Village call'd 
Cafferahite, being at the edge of the Defart, here we 
repofed the reft of that day. 

jFa/yi^th, we rofeatOnein the Mornings anddi- 
reiaed our courfe S. S. E. over the Defart, for a Foun^ 
tain call'd Churraick ; but our Guide lofing his W»y^ 
there being no Path, 'twas near Noon before we found 
it .• which made us doubt of our Safety. This Well has 
no Signs near it to difcover it by. Here we pitcht our 
Tents,and refreflit our lelves and Horfes j and the Water 
being of a Purgative Quality, made us fome Diverfion; 
In our way, wefouraitwo AraBs with two Affes, one 
whereof carry'd Water and a little Bread, the other they 
rode on by turns ; they had one Gun, with which they 
ihot Gazels, the Bullet being a hard Stone broken round, 
and cafed with Lead j they had on the Palms of their 
Hands, Elbows, Knees and Feet, fome Gazel-skin tied, 
that they may be able to creep the better on the Ground,^ 
to Ihoot J one of the Afles walking by as a Stalking-horfe, 
and the y4rd^ imitating the cry of the Gazel till he get 
within ihot : f hefe Arah are called Selehee. At the 
Well came to us (qme AraBs th&t were making A flies of 
the ordinary fort of Weeds call'd Chuddraife, Rug^ot and 
€unaffi theft they cut and dry, and putting them 
into a Pit, fet fire to them^ and the Afhes cake at the 
bottom. The Alhes they carry to Egl'th and Tripoli, 
to mak& Soap of:. But the beft lort of Alhes are made of 
the Weed Shimtt, which grows about Tadmor, Soukny, 
TiBe, and Tarecca ; it grows like Broom in Enilandy and 
in ibape reftmbles Coral. 

fdf. 
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Juiy 10, we ro(e at four in the morning, and fi-avel- 
ling two hours E S. E. we arrived at Andrene, wliere 
we found the Ruins of two or three Chu'ches, and of a 
great Town lying in a large Plain ; where having tar- 
ried about an hour and an half, and taken fome frag- 
ments of Greek Infcriptions, which afforded no certain 
fence, but yet were evidently Chriftian, we march'd 
again S. by E. and in about four hours time came to a 
pleafant Aquedud call'd Sheck-alal ; this Aqueduct is 
cut through the main Rock, for a great way from the 
Mountains ,♦ and where it ends, the Arahs have made a 
Garden, which afforded us Melons, Cucumbers, Purf^ 
kin, ^c. In a Grott hard by, there dwelfan Arah with 
his Family ,• he had a dozen Buffalo s, which they ufed 
both for their Milk, and- to plow the Ground, fowing 
both Wheat and Barley .- hither the AraBs refort, when 
they have conimitted any Robbery about Aleppo^ or 
Hama, and here they repofe, and divide the Spoil. 

July 21, we rofe at four in the morning, and riding 
two hours South, we came to a Ruine call'd Briadeen • 
here we found the following Infeription on a Stone, good 
part in the Ground: 

A*IEP»0H AAIA'YNAIOT TOT AM* 6T0TC 

AIA MAT^PNOT KA(I HJAnnOT KAI MAIKOT KN^TMN 

— T N 

From hence going Soutl>Eaft,in four hoursmorewecame 
to a Well called Co/<j/ (which fignifies a Springin Arah,) 
Mofl part of our way through the Defart we were 
troubled with Rat holes in great numbers, like Coney- 
boroughs, which by the finking in of the Earth, very 
much incommoded our Horfes and Mules. Theie Rats 
have at the ends of their Tails a bufh of Hair, and the 
Arahs eat them all, excepting one part. From this Well 
we arofc about foxir in the Afternoon, and began to 
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afcend finall Hills, covered with Trees, which, for the 
moft part, were the fmali Piftacho'$ which the Arah 
piclde with Salt ; but eaten green, are good to quench 
third* We travelled on three hours up the Hills, where we 
pitcht that night, having no other Water but what we 
carry'd with us ; and at Night we had a (mall ihower of 
Rain, a thing unufual in that Country at that time of 
the year, 

July XX, We rofe by Two in the Morning, and tra- 
velling E. S. E. we came by Eleven to a Well call'd 6'hor^ 
where we found it very hot, and faw (everal prints of 
Horfes Feet, fo that we fufpedted forae Arabs had newly 
paft that way; 

July xj, We role by One in the Morning, and travel- 
ling moft Eaft, we came to a large Plain, where we faw 
before us, on a high Mountain, a great Caftie, call'd by 
the Arabs Anture. When we had travelled two or three 
liours in this Plain, we efpied an ^r^^J driving towards 
us a Camel, with his Launce, fo faft, that he came on a 
round gallop, and we fuj^ofed him fent as a Spy ; be- 
ing come up to jus, he told us he was oiTadmor^ and 
that his Prince, the Emir Melkam^ had that day made 
Friendfhip with HametShideed another Prince, and that 
together they had four hundred Men j fo he kept us 
company an hour or two, and enquired of our i^^/^/Zfrj 
if we were not Turks difguiied, with, intent to (eize on 
Melkam^ for we travelled with a Bandiero^ the Imprefs 
being a Hanjarr or Turkilh Dagger, and a Half-Mooa 
We tcld him we were Franks, which he could hardly 
believe, wondering that we travelled thus in the Dt (art, 
only out of Curiofity. Being come near to tadmor^ he 
went a little before us, and on a fudden run full fpeed 
towards the Ruines, we not endeavouring to hinder him. 
Our Guide told xxs he was gone to acquaint Xkit Arahs 
who we were, and that we ought to fufpedt and pre- 
pare for the worft J (b w@ dilmounted twenty of our 
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Servants, each having a long Gun, and Piflols at hisr 
Girdle, and placed . them abreaft before us : we follow- 
ing at a little diftance behind, on Horfe-back, with Car- 
bines and Piftols. In this order we proceeded, and 
came to a moft flately AqueduH which runs under 
Ground in a dired paffage five Miles, and is covered 
with an Arch ofBaftard Marble all the way, and a 
path on both fides the Channel for two Perfons to walk 
abreaft ; the Channel it felf being about an Englijh 
Yard in breadth, and i of a Yard in depth. At 20 
Yards diftance all the way are VentiducSts for t\m 
Air to pafs, and the holes are furrounded with fmall 
mounts of Earth to keep the Sand and Duft from fal- 
ling down. We Marehed clofe by thefe Mounts, which 
might ferve us for defence, expeflring every moment 
that the ^r^^x would come to Aflail us, having the dif^ 
advantage of Sun and Wind in our Faces : wherefore 
we Travelled hard to gain an Eminence where we 
might poft our {elves advantagioufly, and flop and 
repofe a little, to confider what we had to do^ 
The Arahs finding us to come on with this order and 
refolution, thought not fit to adventure onus, fo we 
gained the Hill,from whence we might difcern thefe vaft 
and noble Ruins^ having a plain like a Sea for great- 
nefs to the Southwards otit. Here having refreiht our 
Men, we fetch'd a little Compafs and defcended by the 
Foot of a Mountain, on which ftands a great Caftie, 
hut uninhabited. Here two Arahs came to us with 
Lances, one being Chiah to Melkamy and we Jenttwo 
to meetthem^; they^gave the Salam alika-.znd curs re- 
turned the Alica falam^ apd advancing t^ our Cpmpa* 
ny, told us the EmJr had underftood of our comings 
and had Tent them to acquaint us that he was,0Mr Friend,. 
and that allthe Country was ours. We fent back with 
them our Jan"zary and a Servant to vifit thePrince 10 
his Xents, which Mm^ in a Garden. In thei^meani tinfi^. 
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( t34 ) 

we difmoiffited at a watering place aroidft the Ruins* 
but did not unload till Our Janizary and Servant return- 
ed with the ^Emir's Tefiarr^ affurii^ us of Friendftip 
and Pfotcftion, a Writing which, the Ambs were never 
known to vidate before. With them came alfo one 
that belonged to the Sheck of the Town, for whom we 
had letters from ?^Jeffis Aga the Emten of Akppe. He 
defiredus for greater fecurity to pitch our Tents under 
the Town Walls, which is in the Ruins of a great Pa- 
lace, the Wall yet (landing very high, the Town with- 
in but fmall, and the Houles excepting two or thrfee na 
better than Hog- (lyes. So we pitched in a deep Sandy 
Ground where we found it exceeding hot. Here we 
waited till three of the Clock withou^ eating any thing, 
€xpe(9:ing the Shilck (hould have prefented us accord- 
ing to the u(ual Cuftom of the Turks to their Friends, 
and have given (bme anfwer to the Letters we brought 
him J but on the contrary we found by the gefture of 
the People, that we had Reafon to fu(pe(9: them. Here« 
upon two of our Company, believing that the want 
of a Pre(ent to the Emir was the caute thereof, refol- 
ved to adventure to give him a Vi(it, and taking the 
Janizary and one Servant,^ they carried Him a Prefent 
of two pieces of Red Cloath, and four of Green, and 
(everal other things : Being come, he welcomed them 
into his Tent, and placed the one on his right hand 
and tte other on his Mt. Melkdm was a young Man, 
tiot above Five and Twenty, and well Featured arid a 
moft Excellent Horfe-man ,• Harnett Shidetd, the other 
Prince, was more elderly, as about Forty years of Age, 
and was not in the Tent, but (ate under a Palm-tree 
©car it. He treats them with Coffee^ CameU'flejh and 
Dates^ and enquired of their Journey, and theCaufeof 
their Coming : They told him 'twas only curiodty to 
£ee thofe Ruins j he faid that formerly StlomM Ihn el 
Xtoot/BuUt a City in that pfecej which being deftroyed, 
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was Built again by aftrange Peopk, and lie believed 
that we undeifftanding the writing on the Pillars, came 
to feek after Treafure, he having but fix Moons before 
found a Pot of Corra C ruffes. After this he went out of 
the Tent, leaving them fmoaking Tobacco, to the Ja- 
nizary and Servant, and told them, that never till that 
day any Franks had been at that place, and that now 
we knew the way through the Defert, we might inform 
the Turks to their Ruin and Deftrudion, Co that 'twould 
be convenient for them to deftroy us all : but that we 
coming as Friends, he would only have 4000 Dollars 
as a Prefent, elfe he would hang them and the two 
Frafiks up, and go fight the reft. This meflage being 
brought them, thfy wifhtthey had excufed themfelves 
from this Embaily, andanfwered, they could fay no- 
thing to that Demand, not knowing our Minds, but if 
he would permit them to go and fpeak with the reft, 
they would return an anfwer. Hearing this, he threat- 
ned prefent Death, but at length gave leave to our Ja- 
nizary to carry us a Letter from them, wherein they^ 
fliewed the danger they were in, and earneftly entreat 
ted us to redeem them, the price fet on them being 
zQoo Dollars, one half in Money, the other half in 
Goods, as Swords, Cloaths, Tents, &c. whkh thQ Emir 
promifed to eftimate at their worth. 

This Letter amazed us mightily, and a little before 
it arrived, we underftanding a little, and fearing more 
ill treatment to our Friends, were getting ready to free 
them or dye W4th them. The Garden where Melkam 
lay, was about half a Mile from the Tents, full of Palm 
Trees ^ and had no Walls, but loofe Stones piled up breaft. 
high about themi fo we defigned to have gone fudden* 
ly and given two or three Volleys on them, e're they 
could gettoHorfe J and the Ar^i knows not how to 
Fight on Foot. And though they bragg'd tl^y had 400 
Men, we {uppofed 2.0Q might be the.rooft, andtliey 
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not all Lanc€s. But on Receipt of this Letter, and the 
Servants telling us, that they would certainly be cut off, 
if we endeavoured their Refcue, we begun to exam in 
what Moneys we had, Cioaths and other Trade, and 
found we could not near make up that Summ. In this 
Confufion came two Arahs to receive the things, and 
immediately word was brought that the Emir would 
come and Vifit us j we fent him word, that if he came 
with more than two followers, we would not admit him : 
fb he came with two Servants only ; and in conclufion, 
we made him up in Money and :Goods to the Value 
of 1 500 Dollars. He valuing our Things as we plea- 
fed ,• his Defjgn being not fo much to compleat the Sum', 
as to take from m all we had. After this, about Sun 
Set, he returned us our two Friends, when the Sheck 
of the Town invited us to Lodge within the Town ; 
which we found afterwards was with a defign to have 
forced fomething from us : but we giving him to under- 
ftand that the Emir had taken all already, and bad left 
us onlvour Arms and the Cloathes on our Backs : which 
if they would have, they muft Fight for : that Refo- 
lution daunted them, and away they went, promifing us 
Barley for our Horfes in the Morning. We kept good 
•watch in the Night, and when Day broke, ^e began 
to confider how to dear our felves ; we expeded the 
Barley till Nine in the Morning, when it came, and 
the Emir himfelf came and gave us the good Morrow : 
We feared leaft they fliould pretend to (top fbme of us 
m the Gate- way, fo we placed fix of our Company 
to fecure the Paflage, till all the reft were got out, 
under pretence of taking an Infcription that was 
over the Gate. Being all got clear , we returned 
by the fame way we came and arrived at J/eppb 
^uly 29, in the Morning. This Melkam told us, that 
if we had not fubmitted our felves to his Demands, he 
was refolved to Fight us, after this Method : Loading 

5^ 



( M7 ) 
5o Camels with Baggs of Sand, and making fmali holes 
in the Baggs for the Sand to drop out, he would drive 
theft Camels abreaft upon us before the Wind, that tlie 
Sand might blow in our Eyes, and we fpending our 
Bullets on the Camels, might (a be eafily overthrown ; 
we anfwered, that we believed he would not venture 
his Camels and Horfes to (uch a Combat. He won- 
dered extreamly when we talked of Shaoting Birds fly- 
ing, and Hares running. 

This and other the like Violences ufed by this Arai 
Prince, made the Baffao( Aleppo tefolve to deftroy him ; 
and not long after he cajolled him with the Hopes oi* 
being made King of the Arals^ and to draw him near 
the Ciiy, he Vefted and Carefled fome of his Followers: 
which having its effed, the Bajfa furprized him m his 
Tints by Night, and (bon after he was put to Death: 
This thofe People were willing to beheve the effed of 
their (b abufing the Englijh^ and might much contri- 
bute to the Security and good Ufage they found, that 
went the fecond time on this Expedition. 

We had not time to view theft Ruins by reafbn of 
this ufage, though perhaps we might with iafety. We 
only took one of the Infcriptions as we pad by Qthat 
^f P^&- 89. of the lafl Tranfa^ioH) which was thus. 

CgnTlP^lON OrOPOAHN TON KPATICTON 
GniTPOnON CGBA6TOT AOTKHNAPION 
KAI AP.. AHHTHN lOTAlOC ATPHAlOC CANIMHC 
WACCIANOT TOT WoAGNAlOT InneTC 
POTWAcdN ton *IA0N KAI nPOCTATHN 
exOTC H O $ MHN6i S ANAlKci^. 

wherein the principal difference is in the word d^ffyiThp 
which in the account already publiflied is read ct^a- 
yr^lyivy which feems to fignifie fome peculiar Officer of 
the Syrians^ as Ducenarius oi ih^ La tines ^ which per* 
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haps thofe skilW in the Oriental Cuftoms and Languages, 
may be able to expound. 

As far as we could conclude from our Journeys, and 
thePofitionofthe Ways taken by two good Compacts, 
the Diftance of Tadmor from Jiej>j>o is about i5'o 
Englifh Miles, and the Courfe S. S. E. or rather fomc- 
what more Southerly, confidering the Variation of the 
Compafs, which is above half a Point Weftward in thefe 
Parts. 

The Second Voyage^ Anno 1^9 1 , 

W!e (et out from Alepp for Tadmor^ on Mkhmlmm- 

day^ being in all, Matters and Servants, thirty Men, 

well armed, having obtained a Promife of Security from 

Ajfyne then King of the Arabs, and one of his own 

People for a Guide. This day our Road pointed S. b. E. 

and in four hours we came to a Fountain calfd Caphir^ 

Ahiad^ leaving Old Aleppo ^bout m hour diflaot on the 

right-hand : here we made but a very Ihort flay, but 

proceeded to a better Fountain at the Foot of a very 

high Hill, covered with loofe Stoms, the Ruines of a 

Village called Broedery of which there was not one 

Houfe remaining ; and dining here, we advanced in an 

hour and a quarter more, in the Afternoon, through a 

fertile open place, to a place called Emghir, famous for 

file befl: Wheat rhat is brought to Aleppo. This we made 

our firft Stage ; and mounting again in the Morning 

about five a clock, in lefs than an hour, pall; by an 

uninhabited Village, calFd Vrghee, om Road pointing 

as before, through the fruitful Plain, even and pleafant| 

but when we came to afcend the Hills, where I reckoned 

we etitredthe Deftrt, and were to take our leave of Man- 

Icind, at leaft of an inhabited Country for ibme days, 

W€ had a troublefom paUage, over loofe great Stones^ 

without any appearance of a Road. 
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Our Guide had pfomifed to condiidl us through plea* 
fant Groves and Forcftsj but no fiich thing appeared^ 
unlcfi wc would Deftow that name upon low withered 
Shrubs that grew in the Way, only one Tree we faw^ 
which was of good ufe to us^ ferviog as a Land-mark ; 
and when we were come up with it, being left at a little 
diftance on the right-hand^ we gaio'd the profped of a 
remote ridge of Hills before us, and on the top of one 
of them an old Caftle ; this Caftle, we were told^ was 
known by the Name of Gazar Ihn Wordan \ but what 
it anciently was, or in what Condition it is at prefeot, I 
could not learn ,• therefore, not unwilhogly^ I turned my 
Eyes from it, to a little round Hill more on the left, by 
which we were to dired: our courfe, and about a quar- 
ter of an hour from which ftood a Sheck's Houfe, cali'd 
Bhe^k Aiiha^ where we were to bait, with a Well of 
Water by it, but fuch that we bad but little gufto to 
tafte, though it ferved our Horfes : All the Country 
hereabouts is ftor'd with (7^2:^/1^, and there is a barbarous 
fort of People there, that have hardly any thing elfe to 
live upon, but whatof thefe they can kill j and Neceiffity 
has taught them to be no mean Artifts in their way, for 
they lie down behind the Stones, and as the poor harm- 
lefs Creature pafles, Ihoot them ,• and though their 
Guns be very ordinary, exceeding heavy and thick, 
with Match-Locks, yet are they fuch excellent Marks- 
men, that they kill many. That morning we had tra- 
velled about five hours to reach Sheck Ailhds ; yet find- 
ing nothing to invite ourftay there, (though there were 
four or five Tombs there not ill made, accordiog to the 
Turkilh mode,) about one a clock we mounted again, 
bending to the S. E. or fomething more Eafterly* In 
our way we had two remarkable Profpecls, one on the 
right-hand, of the Ruines of an ancient City cali'd Ande* 
cin^ and fometimes Londrine, which we were toid had 
been formerly inhabited by Franks^ and that there were 
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many Infcriptions there ; but it was too far out of our 
way, and withal fomething too dangerous to, for us 
to take a view of them ; The other, on the left-hand, 
was another Tree> not far from which our Guide a/Tured 
us of good Water, where we defigned to take up our 
lodging ; the hopes of the Water made us flight a. Well 
we pa(t by on the Road, at which afterwards we re- 
pented we had not ftay'd ; for when we came up with 
the Tree, from which we had declined a great way 
to the right, we found our Water ftill at a very great 
diftance, and were conftrained to take new DireiSions 
by a white chalky Hilt, almoft as far as we could fee, 
and yet not much beyond the place which was to be our 
Stage ; on therefore we proceededN till Suq-fet, very 
weary, and almoft without hope of our coming to Water 
that night, though at the fame time near dead with 
thirft ,• and which the more furpriz'd us, our Guide 
was advanced a great way before, out of our fight, 
upon what defign we knew not, but at his retutn, 
we found 'twas only to afTure himfelf better of the 
way, and in an hour's time more he brought us to 
the fide of a Bog, call'd by the Name of Zerga, where, 
fuch as it was, we found Water enough, but it was nei- 
ther palatable nor wholfom, neither did the Ground 
feem proper to fleep upon ; yet we were forced to be 
content, there being no removing thence that night. 

OBoher i. We departed from Zerga^ shout two hours 
before Sun- rife, and as fbon as it was hght, had the 
profped of a very high Hill, which was to be the bounds 
of our travel that day. To this we made as dirtdly as 
we could look, finding nothing in our way obfervable 
either to arreft our curiofity, or to flacken our pace, 
except a multitude of Holes made in the fandy Earth, by 
Rats, Serpopts, and other Animals, which rendered our 
riding a little troublefom j as we had found it upon the 
fame account the Afternoon before. About two hours 

fhdrt 



C HI ) 
ihort of our Stage, we were fliewn three little round 
Hills lying to the right in a dired line, known by the 
name of Tenage ; where we were told there was good 
Water, and its for that reafon only they deferve the no- 
tice of thofe that travel through fuch a thirfty Defart. 
The Place to which we diredled our courle was called 
EfreCy where we arrived about eleven a clock, and 
found, to our great fatisfa(9:ion, that our Guide had not 
deceived us in his Promife of excellent Water : here we 
could difcern the Foundations of a fpacious City, and a 
piece of a thick Wall, built of a chalky Stone, was {land- 
ing : this we judged to be the remainder of a Caftle fi- 
tuated on the fide of the Hill, fb as both to defend and 
command the Gity; On the top of the Hill, above the 
Caftie, ftands the Ruines of a Fabrick, in appearance 
very ancient, built of very hard Stone, yet exceedingly 
vrorn by the Weather; 'tis of an oblong figure, pointing 
near to the N- E. and S. W. with only one Door on the 
Eafterly end, which was once adorned with extraordi- 
nary good Carvings, of which there arc ftill (bme re- 
mains, but the greateft part is either worn away, or 
purpofely defaced ; and thofe marks of ancient Beauty 
that remain are very obfcure, and difficultly difcernable ; 
the outfide of the Walls is beautified with Pillafters quite 
round, with their Pedeftals and Capitals regular and 
handfom ; but the Roof is all fallen down, and within 
appears nothing which looks either great or beautiful. 
The Situation, and placing the Door, hinders one from 
conjcduring it to have been a Chriftian Oratory, or 
Chapel, and therefore in probability it muft have been 
a Heathen Temple ; and if fo, then the piece of the 
Caflle Wall being of a fbfter Stone, muft be much more 
modern • the goodnefs of the Watir brings, the Arahs 
(who rove up and down the Defart) and the Turkmen 
frequently hither, which has occafiond a great many 
Graves about the Temple; and fome hive hadJeifure^ 
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snd (which is more diffiatlt to be imagined) skill enough 
tofcratch in the Walls the firft Letters of their Names, 
and many more in Arabick Charaders, which we 
could make nothing of, no more than of an Arabick 
Infcription which lay tord by, but appeared not an- 
cient* 

October the ^d. We departed from Efree^ about an 
hour or an hour and an half after Midnight, and in fax 
hours and an half arrived at two Wells, the water i8 
fathom and two foot deep, known by the name of 
Imp malchaGiuh : through, the greateft part df this 
Stage we had a broad beaten Road, and where that was 
not difcernible, we guided our felves by a ridge of 
Chalky Hills, under which the Welfs lay j the Water 
we found exceeding bad, and of (bnoifbm a fcent, that 
we could not endure it (6 much as at our Nofes • which 
made our Guide laugh at us, who told us, the Arahs^ 
and even the King himfelf ufed to drink freely of it ; 
which, I am fure, cur Horfes would not do, though they 
were under a neceffity of drinking that or none : 
For our felves, we had brought from Efree Water 
fufficient for one day at kaft. In our way hither we 
were (hewn the true Plant which they burn for Soap. 
Aflies, which has no Leaves, but a foft juicy Stalk 
Ihooting into ftveriil Branches, and fomething refembling 
our Sanphire, only it's more round than that ; the AQli^s 
likewife we faw, which w^ere made not far from the 
Wells, which in burning run into Cakes, not much un- 
like the Cinders of a Forge, only they are heavier^ and 
not (b full of pores, nor to hard as they are. In the 
Afternoon, we proceeded on our Voyage two hours and 
an half, to a place called Almyrrha, paffing rather be- 
tween than over the Hills, though we had (bmething of 
an afcent too ; this we did to fliorten our Stage the next 
Morning, for we were told before- band we fhould find 
00 Water upon thofe Mountains ,• fo^ for our Selves, we 
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liv'd upon our old (lock, and our Horfes were conftrained 
to pals that night without Water. Our Journey hitherto 
had been altogether Southerly, and but little varying to 
the Eallward of due South. 

0£loher the 3d. We mounted from Almyrrha between 
five and fix in the Morning, making to the point of a 
high ridge of Mountains, through an uneven 'defart way^ 
frequently interrupted with Gutts and Channels, pro? 
bably made by the defcent of the Waters from the Hills, 
upon (iidden Rains : we came to the afcent after about 
four hours travel, which we found not difficult j and 
when we were on the top, we had a pleafant profpeft of 
the Country, and what we rejoyced at moft, we were 
Ihewn a little Hill, juft behind which, we were told, 
lay Tadmor. This Mountain was covered on both fides 
with great plenty of Turpentine-Trees, which was an 
ObjedJ: very pleafing, having (een very few greens va 
our whole Journey .• This Tree grows very thick and 
lhady» and (everal of them we favv loaded with a vaft 
abundance of a fmall round Nut, the chief ufe whereof 
is to make Oil, though feme eat them, and accounf: 
them as great a Regalio as Piflaches ; there outward 
Husk is green, and more oily than that of Piftaches, and 
within a very thin fiiell is contained a Kernel both m 
colour and relilli very much refembling them ; but thofe 
thai eat them, feldom take the pains to fearch for the 
Kernels, but eat Husk and Shel! all together, which 
have no ungrateful tafte : From this Hill we had a te- 
dious defcent, and coming at the foot into a narrOvV 
gut, winding this way and that between the Mountains, 
our Paflage feemed very long, hot and tirerome ^ 
our want of Water however obliged "os to prccecJ^ 
whereof we now began to be in great neceffity, efpe- 
cially for oirliorfes and Mule?;, who had none.the night 
before, nor none all that day ; with this we had hopes 
of being iupplied two different ways ; having had a 

ihowcr- 
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!how€r of Rain the night before, we hoped to have found 
Water (landing in the hollows of the Rocks ; but either 
the Rain had not reach'd fofar, or not in luch plenty as 
to fill thofe naturally hewed Cifterns : our other expe<5ta- 
tion was from the Wells that were in the Road ; but 
fheft our Guide advancing before and examining, met 
us with the unwelcom news, that they were ail dried 
up, and the beft advice he could give us, was to pitch 
where we were, and content our feives with the remains 
of what we had brought two days in our VefTels, till 
our Horfes and Mules might be lent to a Fountain two 
hours out of our way, and being watered there them- 
felves, bring a frefli fupply for us : This way, with fome 
difficulty, we aflented to, as more eligible, than weary 
as we "were, to wander fo far out of the Road, to have 
the fame Ground to (lage over again the next morning : 
we refolved therefore to fend our Guide, with one or 
two of our Servants, in fearch of the Water, and after- 
wards others with our Horfes, while in the mean time 
we pitcht our Tents, it being then about two a clock in 
the Afternoon : As foon as they were gone,- a fmall 
drizling Rain, which we had about half an hour, en- 
creafed to a very plentiful ibower, which put us upon 
producing all the Veilels we had to catch it as it fell 
from the Heavens, or ran down the skirts of our Tents, 
our Horfes at the fame time greedily drinking it from tlie 
ground ; but we might have fpared our pains, for in kCs 
than half an hour's time, our Camp was in a manner 
a float, and we were (urrounded with Water not only 
fuificient for us, but for, an Army of xooco Men j thole 
hollow Gutts which we pafled over without the leafi: 
appearance of moifture, were, by the Catarads which 
defcended from the Mountains, become Rivers ,• and 
-our Guide, with thofe Servants we had fent oixt^ 
that before rode over it dry, it being fwoln to fuch 
a torrent; were put to fome difficulty to re-pafs it ; fc 

plenti- 



( HS ) 

plentifully was God pleafed to provide for us in our 
greateft ftreight ; and which encreafes both the Wonder 
and Mercy, the next morning, all this great quantity of 
Water was paft away, fo that in about two hour's riding 
we could hardly perceive that there had been any Rain at 
all. This memorable PJace is known by the name of 

OSloier the 4th. From Al-Wi/hal we proceeded for Tad- 
tnotf fomeof theRuinesof which we perfwaded our felves 
we could fee the day before j perhaps it might be the 
Caftle,which is more than half an hour's diftance from the 
City J our way lay Southward, but the Gut in which we 
travelled would not permit us to keep a dired courfe : 
however.in about an hour's walk, we pafl; hy A»ter Moun- 
tains (our Guide call'd them Toul Antor) through a gutt 
or rent, both fides of which fo diredly anfwered one to 
the other, they would tempt a Man to believe they 
were feparated by Art, for an entrance into the Country ; 
but it muft have been a work of prodigious Labour 
and Charges to have cut through fuch vaft Moun- 
tains: and if any one was fo hardy as to attempt it, he 
certainly grew weary of his Undertaking ; for the 
Ground is levelled but a very little way, and almoft as 
fbon as we were well got within the open fpace, we were 
obliged to afceod another Hill, and fo our Road con. 
tinued over Hills andValleys interchangeably all the way. 
On the left-hand, forae diflance from the Road, we {aw 
a Sheck's Houfe, on the top of a high Hill, which made 
a better Show than ufually thofe Buildings do ; but be- 
ing afliired by our Guide it was a modern Strudure, 
Sad eager too to come to the principal Place we aimed 
at, we would not prolong our Stage fo much as ro turn 
out of the Road, to fee more of it : fo preffing flili for- 
wards, we had hardly proceeded four hours, when we 
came to the brow of a rocky Mountain, feparated from 
that whereon ftands the Caftie of Tadmor jhut by a narrow 

A a Valley : 
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Valley : in which Hill, by the Way, appeared fome 
Quarries of fine Stone, which probably might afford 
Materials to the curious Buildings in the City. Our 
Guide here (according to his accuftomedt Diligence} 
advanced fome few paces before us, and having efpied 
three or four Country Fellows driving Afles towards us, 
he caufed us to make halt, to give them an opportu- 
nity to come nearer to us, refblving to fpeak with them, 
to know whether the coaft was clear, or if any of the 
Mountain Arahs were then at Tadmor^ or not. After a 
little (pace, with our Arms in our Hands, we marched^ 
in as good order as the way would permit, down a 
rocky and fteep Precipice, into the Valley j and our 
Guide making greater fpeed than we could, gallop'd 
after the poor affrighted Country Fellows ; who feeing 
fijch a Company unexpededly delcend the Hill, left their 
Afles, and fled towards the City with all pofTible fpeed : 
But they were foon overtaken, and brought back agaia 
to us ; to whom they related the good news, that there 
was no Force at all in Tadmor^ and that we might pro- 
ceed with courage, and fee what we would there with 
all fafety : Which News obtained them their liberty to 
go again to their Affcs, and we continued in our Way. 

Having tired our felves with roving from Ruine to 
Ruine, and romaging among old Stones, from which 
little Knowledge could be obtained,* and more-efpecially 
not thinking it fafe to linger too long in a place, where, 
fhould the Mountain Arahs (who were Enemies to 
AJfyne Ahafe^ our Friend) have intelligence of us, they 
might either fall upon or endeavour to intercept us in 
our return ;(for which reafbn alfb we had all along con- 
cealed our intended Courfe, under a pretence of pro- 
ceeding forward to Damafcus^ ) On thurfday^ O^oh. 8, 
about half sn hour after four m the Morning, we de- 
parted from Jadmor^ being very well fatisfied with what 

we 
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we had feen, and glad to have efcaped Co dreaded a 
Place, without any trouble or pretences upon us ; but 
elib with fome regret, for having left a great many 
things behind, which diferved a more particular and 
curious Infpedion. Our Road lay almoft due Eaft, or 
a little enclining to the North j and on the left-hand, a 
ridge of Hills ftretched along for a great fpace, fome- 
times about half an hour diftant from the Road, and 
fometimes opening wider : Theie Hills, we were told, 
were ftored with rich Veins of divers Minerals, and af- 
forded all that vaft quantity of Marble, the Remains 
whereof we had feen at tadmor \ and it was from a Foun- 
tain call'd Ahulfarrm, at the foot of one of them, they 
fetcht out Water, which we drank there j the Inhabitants 
contenting themfelves with that which runs from the 
Hot Springs. To the right-hand lay a vafl; barren 
Plain, perfedly bare, and hardly any thing green to be 
feen therein, except it were a few Gourds, which our 
Servants found on the fide of a little rifing-Ground, where 
there was no fliew of any thing moift to feed them. 
Our Way being plain, we had the fight of tadmoty efpe- 
cially the Caflle, for above half our Stage, till we came 
to an old Ca^har Houfe. We made indeed a very fhort 
Day's Journey in the whole, finding a Fountain of ex- 
cellent Water in about five hours and a halfs riding ; 
which, as it was a moft welcom Refrelhment to us m 
fuch a thirfty Defart, fo it was the only good Water we 
met with till we eame to Euphrates, which was not till 
the third day from this place. At this Fountain we 
pitcht, near to which is a Village, but almoft wholly 
ruined and deferted. 'Twas fbme time before any body 
would be feen, for they were afraid of us ; at length,three 
Men came cut to our Tents, Speftacles of a miferable 
poverty, occafion'd by their being frequently pillaged by 
the Mountain Arah, and a great Duty they pay to Af 
fyne Ahafe their King, for his Protedlioa : Three hun- 

Aa ^ dred 
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drcd Dollars they pay him annually, when one would 
think the whole Village was not able to make up the 
Summ of One hundred ; yet being the remoteft Place 
that was under his Jurifdidion, they often fuffer by the 
Inroads of the other. The Name of the Place is Tarecca^ 
a Name it . received ( as we were inform'd ) from a Vi- 
Stoty obtained there by the Turks over the Matna- 

luhes. 

O^oler tht 9t\i. From Tarecca we mounted early, and 
travelling N. E. or near that Point, in feven hour's time 
arrived at Soukney. The Road we found much like what 
we had the day before, lying over a barren Plain j only 
we had Hills on both fides, and fometimes elofing within 
half an hour's riding one of the other. The Village has 
its Name from the Hot Waters, ( for fo the word im- 
ports,) which are of the fame Nature with thofe of 
Tadmor 5 herein they Bathe frequently, the fame little 
dirty Hole ftrving both for Men and Women j only they 
have fo much Modefty remaining, that they have diffe- 
rent hours for one and the other. To fay the truth, 
'twas the only mark of Modefly I could oblerve among 
them J in other refpeds they feemed a Confident, or 
rather Impudent Generation of People. Before we 
could pitch our Teats, they flockt about us in multi- 
tudes, Men, Women, and Children j and of the laft, 
many of them as naked as ever they came into the 
World, not fo much as a Rag about them to cover them ,• 
and fo numerous they appeared, that if we had reafon 
to think Tarecca wanted Inhabitants, we had no left, to 
conclude Soukney over-ftockt. At this Place ufually 
refides an Officer of Affyne's, who is their Sub-Bafha, 
or Governor : He whom we found there, was calMDor, 
of a good Family among the Jrals^ to whom we made 
a Pre lent j and he civilly return'd it in Barley for our 
Horles. , Afterward he came under our Tents, and invited 
us to an Entertainment ; which, confidering the Cir- 

cumftances 
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cumftances of the Place, was very fplendid, though it 
was nothing but Pilaw at laft, a little diverfify'd by the 
drefling ; and, to fpeak truly, I >udge we could not 
have lefs than a Buftiel of Rice let before us. His Palace, 
indeed was not very (lately, there being few Cottages 
in En^and but might vye with it. To the Room wherein 
we were entertained, which, doubtlefi, was the beft, if 
not the only one he had, we were forced to clamber, 
rather than afcend, by broken Steps made of Stone and 
Dirt When we were got in, and comm.odioufly (eated 
after the Turkifli mode, it feemed large enough for about 
a dozen or fourteen People: At the upper end was a 
little fpace ftparated from the reft by a ridge made up 
of Earth, within which, I fuppole, he flept. The Walls 
were mean j but the Roof much worfe, having no other 
Covering but Faggots j fo that certainly it could not be 
Proof againft a Shower of Rain which fell that night, 
and forced us out of our Tents, into an old ruinous Cane^ 
foriflSfelter : However^ it ferved well enough for our Af- 
tertioon's Collation j and we had come away with a 
good Opinion of the Gentleman's Civility, had he not 
afterwards endeavoured to make a Pretence upon us, and 
fo would have forced us to pay dear for our Rice : He 
pretended to a cuftomary Duty of a Chcqueen a Head 
of all Franks that paft that Road j though probably nei- 
ther he, nor his Grandfather before him, had ever (een 
a /v:^^! there before. But when he underflood by our 
Guide, that we were not fo eafily to beimpofed upon j 
and v^ith^lthat we were AS)ne\ Friends^and in our way 
to hisT^rs ; and efpecially our Treafurer a Perfon he 
vcrv much efteemed, who therefore would be fare to 
acquaint hint with any Exadion or Injury offered us, his 
Month was quickly ftopt, and he grew (o fenfible of his 
Error, that he fent to excufe it, and prefented our Yrea- 
forer %ith a Fan of Black Oftrich Feathers ,• and not 
©rtljrfo, but in the morning came himielf, and begging 
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Pardon, defiring nothing might be fald of what had paft, 
and fo conduced us about an hour on our way. This 
Village pays to Jfyne Fifteen hundred Dollars per An^ 
mum. 

OHokr the loth. Continuing our Voyage flill to the 
N. E. or lR)nierhing more Eafterly, we found it another 
pleafant and eafie Stage to another Village call'd Tkhe^ 
fo called (as they fay) from the Gocdneis of the Water, 
the word jfignifying good : but we found them not Co 
over-excellent ; they had the tafte, and were doubtlefs 
tindured with the fame Mineral, with thofe oi Soukney 
and Tadmor^ though not fo ftrong. But the Village it 
ftlf made a better Shew than ufual j and the People ap- 
peared of fomething better fafhion, and more civiliz'd^ 
than thofe we had left. It's pleafantly fituated, and 
makes a good appearance as one comes up to it ; the 
Profped: being helped by a well built Steeple, to which 
is now adjoyned their Mofque : but I am apt to believe 
it the Remains of a Chriftian Church, being built with 
more Art and Beauty than you ihali tzLly find io 
Turkifli Fabricks : And there are alfo feveral Ruines 
about it,which fpeak it to have been a more famous Place 
than now it is. Into the Mofque we were permitted 
to enter, without any Difturbance. This Village \\^s in 
one of the Roads from Aleppo to Bagdatt^ and pays to 
AJfyne an Annual Tribute of One thoufand Dollars. 
From hence we mounted again in the Afternoon, and 
proceeded about two hours and an half farther, to fliorten 
our next day's Stage. Having travelled this day, in all, 
about feven or eight hours, the Place we pitcht at was a 
Fountain, and known by the Name of Alcome ; but 
neither Town nor Houft by it : neither was the Water 
fit to be drank, being of the fame nature with that of 
Souhey^ and almoft as warm. 

OSloier the iith. From Alcome we rofb about an 
liour and an half after Midnight, our Guide groping out 

the 
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way, by the help of the Stars, which now bended mot^ 
to the North than formerly ♦ As Coon as it was light 
enough to look about us, we found our klvQs in a wild 
open Defart, the Ground, in fome places, covered with 
a fort of Heath, and in others quite bare. Nor had We 
travelled long after the Sun was up,, before, by the help 
of a rifing-Ground, ^we difcovered Arfoffa^ the Place 
whither we were tending, which gave us hopes we 
Ihould quickly be there : but having a dry tirefom Plaia 
to traverfe, and the hot Sun caufing our Mules a little 
to flacken their pace, 'twas after ten a clock before we 
reached it : And which was more vexatious ilill^ finding 
no Water any where near, we were neceflitated to pro-, 
ceed forward for the River Euphrates^ which we found 
four hours dtftant from hence. Arfoffa^ or (as the Arals. 
call it) Arfofa Emir^ feems to be the Remains of a Mon 
naftery, having no Town nor Village near it, and being 
one continued Pile of Building of an oblong figuire^ 
ftretching long- ways Eaft and Wefly and enclofing ^ 
very capacious Area ; At a diftance it makes a glittering 
^tv;^ htinghmkoiGypJine Stone, or Rock-Ifing-glafe, 
refembling Alabafter, but not (b hard ; feveral Quarries 
of which we paft by in our way *to it. When the Sun 
Ihines upon it, it .reflled:s the Beams fo ftrong, that they 
dazle the Eyes of the Specflators* Art or Accuracy in 
the Workmanfliip we found none j and but very little 
Carved Work, and that mean enough,- nay, the VQxy 
Cement they made uft of, is but little better than Dirt : 
fo that it's no great wonder to fee it in Ruines, though it 
has not the appearance of any great Antiquity. Round 
about were the little Appartments or Chambers for the 
Monks, built Arch- wife, only one Story above ground^ 
but underneath are feveral Cells or Vaults, larger th;in 
the Chambers, which perhaps might ferve for thek 
Schools, or Working-houfts. In the midft of the Area- 
ftand the Ruines of feveral Buildings, fome of which feem 
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to have been Cifterns for Water, and ft may be Bathing* 
places : but the mod remarkable was one, which pro- 
bably was the Abbot's or Bithop's Houfe, there having 
been (bniething more pains beftowed upon it, than the 
reft : and anpther, which was the Relicks of their Church. 
This was formerly no unhandfom Strudure, being built 
in the form of our Churches, and tiiftinguiftit into three 
Ifles, of which the middle one is (upported by eighteen 
turned Marble Pillars, with Capitals upoa them, not of 
Marble, but of a (brt of Clay, and Caft into the (hape 
they are in, but of a colour exadly refembling the Pillar 
it (elf. That which perfuades to believe them Caft, is a 
Greek Infcription to be feen on all of them ; the Letters 
whereof are not made by incifion in the Stone, but (eern 
to be ftamped, ftanding out higher than the diftance be- 
tween them J and on one of them, by miftake, tliey are 
Co placed, as to be read after the Oriental manner, from 
the right-hand to the left. The words are theft, with 
the Crucifix before, as follows : 



ifc^ 
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From hence our Guide led us to the River, by the afli- 
ftance of two little Hills, which are known by the Name 
oi Jff Dieny our way lying North, and a little bending 
to the Eaft. The fight of the River was a very pleafing 
PrQfpe(9: ; and to our great comfort, we found the VSTater 
very clear, happening to be there before the Rains, and 
after the Snow-Waters (which fwell ^nd difturb it in the 
Summer-time) were all paft : and our Happinefs feemed 
the greater, having had i^o tedious and thirfty a Journey 
of at leaft fourteen hours, and neither our Selves nor 
our Horfes toucht a drop of Water all day. We pitcht 
upon a Reach of the Riven where it was not very broad, 
not being above half a Musket-fliot over. 

Cooler 



O^^r the iitli. ItiisMoritiiig, about Siin-niCe, we 
proceeded on oor Voy^e, fceepiog along tbe Bai^ of 
the River, which, for the moft part, led us Weft aad 
North- Weft ; And here we had pleafint travelling, ha- 
ving the River on the right-hand, and Hills of Marble 
or other fine Stone, on the left ; and delightful Groves 
of Tamarisk, Mulberry, and other Trees to pafi through. 
Here every thing about us look fre.Ai and verdant, and 
we met frequently Men and Women paffing on their 
Occafions, a thing to which (in our former Stages) we 
had not been accuftomed. We had alfo a pleafing Pro- 
Ipeft of the oppofite Shore, and could fee a great way 
into Mefopotamiaj but could meet with no Convenience 
to crofs the River, which wc were very defirous to have 
done. There are no Places of Note remaining upon the 
River either on one fide or the other, only on the far- 
ther fide we faw an old Caftle cali'd Giahar^ which made 
a good Shew, being fituated on the top of a Hill, and 
both for that and the way of Building, very much re- 
fembling that of Aleppo^ only that is the larger, and in 
the midft of a City j this feft, and has neither Town nor 
Houies about it. On our fide we paft by a Sheck's Houfe 
call'd Ahul'Rarra^ and the Ruines of a Town a little 
farther, where there was a (quare Tower buik of vety 
ordinary Brick, but pretty entire. After we had left 
thefe Ruines, we refted to bait, udder the ilhadow of a 
Rock, wherein were many A^partments and Gonve* 
niences cut to lodge in, whrch I fuppofe are made ufe of 
in the Winter by the People, who, during the Summer, 
pitch among the Trees by the Riv€r-fide. In the After- 
noon we continued our Journey as before, keeping al- 
ways at a little diflance from the Rivep, till a little before 
Sun-fetj when we came t» a very convenient Place upon 
the BaiAs, where we took up oar kxlgingfor that night, 
having travell'd between (^n ot eight hours the whole 

day. 

B b Oitder 



( ^5^4) 
O^loher the ijth- Thk day Wfe bad the fame Sstfis- 
fadioB as the day before, proceeding as neai* the River 
as the P-oad would permit ; and having made a Stage 
of about fix hours, we rafted under the fhade of the 
Tamarisk Trees by the River^ fide, hoping to have found 
convenisncy to have croft it : but we could not* In 
our way we iaw nothing dbfervable but the Raines of 
a City cali'd Baulus, where the Turks had formerly a 
Sangiack ; but now there is never an Inhabitant in 
the Place, nor Houfe ftanding, but the Ruines of 
Houfts, and an Odagonal Tower of a conflderabie 
height, viz. One hundred and feven Steps, and beau- 
tified on the out-fide with Florifhes and an Arabick In- 
ftription round about : It's a handfbm rtrudure, anc| 
probably the Work of the Mamalukes^ frnce whoCe time 
little has been done to adorn, but abundance to deft roy 
and wafte this Gountrey. After Dinner, we mounted 
(boner than ordinary j becaufe hoping to reach the Tents 
of Affyne^ we were unwilling it ftipuld be late when we 
arrived : yet we made it near Sunrfet before we. got to 
Fay^ a Fountain by which he lay. WeJiad traveEd ftifl 
on the ftme Point N. W. with the prc^ped: of the River 
the greater part of the way j the neareft Reach thereof 
not being above an hour's riding from the Fountain. On 
the Road we met with kvQt^ Bander d s^ oi the Emits 
Soldier's, who knowing our Guide, and underftanding 
we were going to him, gave US' a very comt^om Salam^ 
who elfe, perhaps, might have treated us with another 
fort of Civility. The Ring's Tents fpread over a large 
Plain, and took up fo vaft a fpace, that though we had 
the advantage of a rifing-Ground, we could not fee the 
uttermoft extent of them. His own particular Tent 
was pretty near the middle of the reft, which were pitcht 
about it, not in a circular manner, but ftretching out ia 
length as the Plain opetfdj or for the better conveniency 
of a current of Water which from the Fountain ran 

through 
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through tfee midft ofthera. 'Twas fiot at alldiftin- 
guiffiable from the reft, but by its Bignefs, and a little 
moreeompany about it, beiog all Hiade of a jR^t of Hair- 
Cloth, which feemed hardly a defence againft Rain or 
Sun: But certainly they muft find otherwife, eMe their 
'Neceflity (they (pending their lives in fuch moveable 
Habitations) would have taught them to have contrived 
fomethiog better. It cannot well be doubted but they 
are deCcended from the oldArah Scemt^^they imt)gj\M 
after the fame manner, having no fettled Abode, but re** 
move from Fountain to Fountain, as they find Graft for 
their Sheep and Camels, and Water for them and them- 
felves. They love to derive themfelves from IfmaelthQ 
Son of Ahaham; and it may be they are delcended* 
from him, but I believe they would be hard put to't to 
prove their Pedigree. 

As foon as we alighted, we were attended by the Offi- 
cers of the £wir, and conduced to a very noble Tent 
built after the Turkifti mode, and pitcht next to his 
own. Hither he Tent to bid us welcome, and to en- 
quire how we had paft in our Voyage; andprefently 
after, we had a Repaft of feveral Difliesof Meat fet be- 
fore us> to ftay our Appetites till a more pleot^ul^up- 
per could be got ready. But before Supper, the King 
himfelf made us a Vifit in Perfon, bidding us wel- 
come to Fay^ and asking wh^t we had feen in cur Tra- 
vels that pleas'd us? how we liked fadmor> and whe- 
ther we had found a Treafure there:? For this Notion 
flicks in the Heads of thefe People^, That the Franks go 
to fee old Ruines, only becaufe they there meet with 
Infer iptions which dired them to (bme hid Treaforesv 
And thereforeit's no unufiial thing with themj when they 
find a Stone with aqlnfcription on one fide, to tqrn tl)et 
down to the ground, that it might not be feee or read: m 
any* But we affured him w^ went with) ho luch Ex- 
pedlations, but only out of a defire to ile the Place ; 
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neither had we bf oa^^t any Mag away with us, birt a 
piece of Por^yry Stone, wfekh, upon his requeft, we 
ihew'd him. We fet him fee too, a kind of rude Draught 
which we had taken of the Wcrce ; which he (eemed to 
like. He made bis Vifit the fliorter, that he might not 
incommode us after our Journey ; but dcfir'd us we 
would live after our own Pleafure and to our Satis* 
tai3:io», and command freely whatever the Camp would 
aflt)rd ; ordermg feme of his People conftantly to attend 
upon U& When there was mention made of our de/ign 
to be gone the next morning, he anfwer'd, It muft not 
be ; himfelf was invited, the next day, to a great Enter- 
tainm^nt, by erne of his Grandees, and we ftould accom- 
pany him : but the day following, he would go out 
with us, and bunt part of our way towards Aleppo, 
When Supper was brought in, there was Viduals enough 
im three times cm number : A large Diih of Tilam in 
ths. middle, aad twehre or fifteen Dilhes of feveral forts 
of Meat aboi« it, all dreft aifter their manner, but ex- 
ceeding good, and fuch as one might have fed heartily 
upon, had he not ipoiFd his Appetite befwe, kk^x we 
had eat and drank what we pleased, we rofe up, and our 
Servants (ate down 'm our Pla«s j it being the Cuflom 
of the Arah^ and Turks too^ from the Higheft to the 
Meancft, all to eat at the fame Table : The beft fort fit 
down firft, and fo in ordter till all are (atisfy'd, and then 
what remains is carry^d away- We might, if we had 
pleas'd, have lodged under t!]H5 (ame Tent where we eat • 
but ha vhig Tents of our own pitcht, fome of our Com- 
pany chofe rather to retire thither, to avoid being di- 
fturbed by too many Vifitants. 

OUokr the 14th. The next morning, about ten 
a dock, we were told that the King was gone to the 
Entertainment, and expefted we fliould follow him ; and 
tteit two young Camels were kilfd, to furiiifli this 
fumptuous Feail 5 which is the higheft piece of Magni- 
ficence 
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icence and Greattiefs to which thcfe Pec^e, whofe 
greateft Riches coofift in Camels, can arrive. The Tent 
was about a Furlong from ours I fo mounting ourHorfts, 
we rode to it, and found itfiirrounded with a numerous 
train of Guefls^ Three hundred at leaft, of different fort 
afld quality : It was very large of it felf, and to b© ftMI 
more capacious, 'twas left open toward the Weft. The 
Sing was feated at the North-en4 about the midft of 
the Tent:, upon a Place laifed with Gufliions and<;^uih:s, 
and Carp«:s before him : neither did he fit crofs-le^»4 
as all the reft of the Company were obliged to do, but 
in a kmm% pofture. iThey feemed to obferve an exacSt 
Order in their Places ; and when any Perfon of Note 
enter'4 thofe that were near his Place, rofe up and flood 
till he had ftat^d himfelf. But the far greateft part 
could not come within the compafs of the Ring, but flood 
behind the Backs of the reft, leaving a Cpacious Area^ 
vacant in the middle. When we entred, they made 
room for us on the King's left-hand^ which here is 
efeem'd the more Bonourable ; where we fate dowu m 
the tatoe poflure with thoCe about us, crofs-legj|'d, upon 
a thin Carpet. Before mid-day, a Carpet being fpread 
in the middle of the Tent^ our Dinner was brought in, 
being (erved up in large wooden Bowls between two 
Men ; and truly, to my apprehenfion, Load enough for 
them. Of theie great Plotters there were about fifty or 
fixty in number, perhaps more, with a great many httle 
ones, \ mean, (uch as one Man was able to bring m 
flrewed here and there among them, and placed for a. 
Border or Garnifti round about the Table. In the mid** 
die of all was one of a larger fize than all therefl, in 
which were the CameFs Bones, and a thin Broth ia 
which they wereteiled : The othfr gritter ones feertiexi 
all filled with one and the ft me fort of Provlfion, a Mnd 
of Plumb4)roth, made of Ricei and the flefliy pajtt of 
the Camel, with Currants and Spk:eS;» being,ai fprnalwog 
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n darker Colour than what is made k our Counrrey^ 
The lefler were, for the mofl: part, charged with Rice 
dref?d after feveral modes, fbme of them having Lehen, 
(a thick four Milk} poured upon them. Lehen is a thing 
Id, mighty efteem in thefe hot Countries, being very 
tileful to quench Tbirft : And truly we had need of it 
here j for I did hot (ee a drop of any fort of Liquor, ex- 
cepting 1 Difh of Coffee before Dinner, drank at this 
fplendid Fea(l» Knives, Forks, Spoons, Trenchers, &c. 
are f?lly impertinent things in the efteem of the Arahs : 
however, we being known to make ufe of (uch things, 
had large Wooden Spoons laid before us. When the 
Table was thus plentifully furniflit, the King arifing from 
his Seat, went and fate down to that Difli that was di- 
redly before him ; and fo did the reft, as many as it 
would contain, which could not be much fliort of a 
hundred ; and fo without further Ceremony, they fell 
to, thrufting their Hands into the Difhes, and eating by 
handfuls: Neither was there any occafion of Carving ; 
only becaufe. thofe Diflies in the middle were too remote 
to be reached, there was an Officer on purpofe, who 
ftepj)ing in among them, and^ftanding in the fpacesde- 
fignedly left for that end, witfi a long 'Ladle in both bis 
Hands, helpt any one according to their defire. When 
the King had eaten what he thought fit, he rcfe up and 
waflit, and retired back to his former Seat ; and we alfo 
did the like ; others being ready to fill our Places. Nor 
did we continue much longer under the Tent in that nu- 
merous Croud ; for Affyne perceiving usa little uneafie^ 
and fcppofing we had now fufficiently fatisfy'd our Cu- 
riofity, though perhaps not our Appetites, told us we 
might take otir liberty, and if we thought fit, retire 
to our Tents* This Favour wc gladly accepted, and 
without Ceremony returned, feveral of his Attendants 
Waiting upon us back. Here we had another Dinner fet 
before us J and having (bme of our own Wine and Water 

to 
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to drink with it^ it went down better withes than the 
famous Camej-Feaft. In the evenings the King mounted 
to iee the flight of a new Ha wk , ^n^ftay'd abroad irery 
late,, hisf Hawk flying away : but flie was afterwards 
taken up by his Falconer ,• otherwiCe he had not been in 
a good humour all that night, being a Man that delights 
yery much in Sport. Atter his return from Hawking, 
we went to wait upon him at his own Tent, to return 
him Thanks for his moft Courieous and Royal Rei^qp, 
tion of us, and to defire leave to depart the next inom- 
ing. Here we found him furrounded with the chiefeft 
of his People i and being placed again on his Left-hand, 
he entertain'd us with a great deal of pleafant Difcourfe 5 
and ask'd fuch Quefltions^ asihejy'dJiim to be a Man of 
extraordinary Capacity and Judgment. As for Learning, 
they have no fuch thing among them, and therefore it's 
not to beexpecSted that he fliould be a Scholar : but ware 
henotaPerfon of more than common Prudence andtfn- 
derftanding, he could never have managed that wild and 
unruly People as he h^-doftt^ ever ftrtcq Ms Ad^hce- 
ment to the Throne ; which mufc therefore have been 
the more difficult, becaufe as he c^me to it by the l>e» 
pofition of his Father (thoi^h not impiediatejly) who 
now lives with him as a private Man, fojias he neirfes 
wanted Competitors. To his Father he pay s a^ great <Iea| 
Qf.cutward Refpeca, but is forced to keep a very watchr 
ful Eye over him. After abo«t an hojir's Difqgurfe^ w% 
were difoifty. 

O^okrth^ i^ih. In the rooming, v^J^i^^ not being 
at leifure to go a Hunting, we proceeded on our Voyage 
homewards, with a great deal of alacrity^ anc^ fiodigg 
nothing remarkable in our Road, ia about threeihmirs 
and ao half arrived at Seray. And hence^ after a fliprt 
Repaf \^e continued our Journey to Shtrlf'SQXJ4it%i0^ 
which took us up about the like fpace of time** H^re 
we accounted our felves as good as at Home, being at a 
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PItce with "wliich we were well acquaiated, and! to vi'fridi 
ifevewi tlraes in the year (bmc or other of our Nation 
t^liy leforti either for Gazel or Hog-huoting, accord- 
ing to tte Scafon ,- nor had we hence abc«re feven or 
eight hoars xoj£«^po. 

OBokr tht i6£h. Getting up pretty early in the 
iBoming, we refobed to Hunt the greateft part of our 
way homci as we did j and dioir^ at i\&hmo\xsRou»d- 
fMi whweon has been Ipent by the Englifi more Money 
tha** wOidd purchafe a nobfe Eflate round about it, in 
the afternoon we arrived (afe at Aleppo, 



in. Sotne Ac£mta of the Ancient State of the 
City of Valmyra^ tpitb Jbort Kemarki mpon 
the hfcriptions fotmd there. By E. Halley* 

THE Cityof7rf</i»»r, wtofe Remains in Riiirres 
do with fo much evidence demonflrate the once 
happy Condition thereof, fecms very well to be proved 
to be the feme City whkji Solmon the Great King of 
ffrael is faid to have founded under that Name in the 
We/art^ both m i King. 5. 18. and x Chron. 8. i6. in 
the Tranflation of which, the f^u^ar Latin Verfio% 
fiid to be that of St. jfer^w, has it, Cmdiiit Taimyr am 
in Dfjerto. And fofephtu (in Hi, 8. Jnti^. fttd. wherein 
he treats of SoUmm and his Ads) tells us, tli^t he biult a 
City intheDefart, and called it Ihadamura^ and the 
Syrians at this day (fays he), call it by the ^me Name: 
but the* C#«ejfi name it falmyra. The Name 'is there- 
fore Gredk, and eonfequently has no relation to the 
XAXmFalnm, andieenis rather derived from naAjtMf3? or 
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